
Soil testing can provide a wealth 
of information regarding what is 
going on below the lawn areas 
on your campus and the sports 
turf on your fields.  Therefore it is 
important to plan soil testing into 
your annual planning and assess-
ments.  Soil testing helps to docu-
ment existing conditions in your 
soils.  In addition, it also allows 
you to measure or assess the im-
pact of treatments and cultural 
practices that you are implement-
ing into your annual program. 
 
When constructing a new field, it 
is imperative to conduct a soil 

test.  It is crucial to complete this 
test prior to beginning the project 
to determine the soil makeup that 
will support the field.  The soil 
analysis will provide information 
regarding the quality of the top-
soil, drainage characteristics of 
the area, compaction, and 

whether the site has been dis-
turbed.  By gaining this informa-
tion, you will then be aware of 
what treatments and actions will 
be necessary to better prepare 
the soil and ensure that it will en-
able your new field to thrive. 
 
If you are considering undertak-
ing a field renovation project, 
you should also consider per-
forming soil analysis testing.  You 
should look into tests to deter-
mine the nutrient composition of 
your field.  It is also advisable to 
analyze the rootzone through a 
soil textural analysis and an or-
ganic matter test.  This informa-
tion will help you determine how 
to continue to maintain your field. 
 
If you are experiencing issues 
with a particular field or lawn 
area, it would be a logical solu-
tion to perform soil testing to de-
termine where your issues lie and 
how to best go about correcting 
them.  It is recommended to per-
form a tissue test to understand 
how well your fertility program is 
working.  A soil diagnosis test can 
also be beneficial in uncovering 
what your soil problems are and 
how you can fix them. 
 

Soil testing is a reliable method 
to both correct existing field 
problems and to ensure that new 
field construction/renovation ef-
forts are not futile.  Understand-
ing what is going on below the 
turf is the only way to ensure a 
superior playing field and ex-
ceptional turf on your property. 
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When and Why do I Need a Soil Test? 

Understanding what is 
going on below the turf is 
the only way to ensure a 

superior playing field 
and exceptional turf on 

your property 
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